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In 2018, Professor Deniza Sumbadze, a Georgian philosopher and
veteran of Georgia’s national movement in the 1990s, wrote to
US President Donald Trump. His inaugural address had prompted
her to express what she saw as a fresh perspective and an act of
civic courage.

Trump’s speech challenged a world unsettled by
globalisation and by what he described as a globalist agenda
influenced by George Soros. It warned against cultural
homogenisation and its potential to erode national identity. One
line in particular caught Sumbadze’s attention: the promise “to
free the Earth from the miseries of disease”. The call to return to
national roots came not from the leader of a small, staunchly
nationalist state, but from the president of a country widely
regarded as a leading force in the global “New World Order”.

I see Sumbadze’s letter as part of a broader debate about
Trump and the political forces he represents. His critics and
supporters have interpreted his presidency in sharply different
ways. In my reading, the administrations of Barack Obama and
Joe Biden failed to understand the appeal of his politics. Trump
left office after losing the 2020 election, amid continuing
controversy and legal challenges, before returning to the White
House in 2025. His return was an extraordinary political event,
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and he set about pursuing his vision of a troubled world through
direct and uncompromising methods.

Sumbadze’s letter is significant not only as a personal
appeal to a US president, but also as a document that may interest
scholars of Georgian public opinion and diplomacy. It brings
together her reflections on contemporary challenges and the
ideological currents shaping international affairs. Her thoughts on
the future of the world made a particular impression on me. I
admired the clarity and force of her ideas.

How many states could then have declared, with
comparable moral authority and in a voice heard around the
world, that a small nation in the Caucasus remained alive and
thriving? Despite centuries of hardship, struggle and resistance,
Georgia had preserved its distinctive identity and the defining
features of its nationhood. I see a connection between the cause
Trump took up in the 21st century and the struggle Georgia has
waged for millennia.

At the heart of my argument is the conviction that a
peaceful world depends on states grounded in national identity
coexisting with one another. I regard the nation-state as the
soundest basis for state-building. Other paths, I argue, lead
towards empire — and empires are ultimately destined to collapse.
I also contend that a state’s stability depends on a shared sense of
identity and faith.

This perspective also shapes how I understand conflicts
between states and nations: at their heart, they are struggles over
homeland and freedom. Globalisation may hold powerful
attractions, but nations with a strong sense of dignity will
eventually reassert themselves. The impulse towards self-
determination can endure even when it appears dormant.

Georgia, as | understand its history, has long upheld
humanism, high moral standards, national self-awareness, ethnic
integrity, Christian forgiveness, tolerance and justice. These
values, particularly in recent years, have also shaped the country’s
efforts to maintain constructive relations with the United States.
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New York, the country’s largest city, is home to the Statue of
Liberty. Standing on Liberty Island near the mouth of the Hudson
River, south of Manhattan, it has become a recognised symbol of
the United States and a beacon of hope for people around the
world.

What, then, became of Sumbadze’s letter? Written in a
spirit of sincerity and solidarity, it might have resonated with
Trump. The letter presents the United States as a superpower
increasingly isolated in the “murky ocean” of globalisation, and
Georgia as an ally whose centuries of experience reinforce the
president’s ideals. Sumbadze kept the letter for years and arranged
for it to be translated into English, but she could find no
institution in Georgia willing to deliver her message of respect
and support to the US president.

Eventually, the letter reached the US Embassy, where it
passed through the hands of two successive ambassadors.
According to Sumbadze, one repeatedly assured her that it would
be sent “any day now”, but left Georgia without arranging for its
delivery to the president’s administration. Her successor also left
office without forwarding it to Trump. To me, the episode
illustrates the vulnerability of a small nation and how readily its
concerns can be dismissed or overlooked.

I suspect the letter might have received swifter attention had
it criticised Bidzina Ivanishvili or Georgia’s prime minister, Irakli
Kobakhidze. Instead, it expressed support for the US president’s
agenda without provoking political controversy and attracted little
notice. Georgia’s support for Trump and its commitment to faith
and religious tradition are not, as I see them, the product of a
sudden shift in perspective. They are longstanding features of the
nation’s way of life and central themes of Sumbadze’s letter. Yet
the letter has still not reached its intended recipient. It remains
caught in what I call the “vicious circle” of American politics.
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